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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Wauwatosa School District selects VJS Construction Services as 
construction management team for facilities planning process 

 
WAUWATOSA, WI – The Wauwatosa School Board has approved the District’s selection and 

recommendation of VJS Construction Services as the construction management team to assist the District in 
its long-range master facilities planning, which is currently underway.  

“This is another step in our process to bring together the best team of experts to help our district evaluate, 
prioritize, and determine our next steps and the overall cost impact related to the significant needs within our 
facilities,” said Superintendent Phil Ertl. 

VJS’s initial role will be to provide the district with information and serve as a guide related to potential, 
preliminary facilities solutions that will be generated by the Facilities Advisory Committee in response to a 
comprehensive facilities study of all schools within the district. 

The Wauwatosa School District received proposals from five different construction management firms through 
a Request for Proposal (RFP) process. All five firms were invited to interview with the district’s administration. 
Following the interviews, administrators narrowed the firms down to three to request additional information 
from before making a selection for recommendation to the board. 

“VJS specializes in educational facilities and was the company that stood out as a trusted expert. Working 
with VJS and Plunkett Raysich Architects, we have some of the best resources working with our community-
based Facilities Advisory Committee as we prioritize significant facility needs and potential solutions related to 
capital maintenance and energy efficiency, as well as modern learning environments to best equip our 
students for successful futures,” said Ertl.  

Robert W. Baird, the longtime financial consultant to the district and will also be part of the team helping the 
district and community understand and assess the cost impact of facility needs.   

VJS is currently the construction manager for the Longfellow Site Improvement project which includes a new 
softball field, tennis and pickle ball courts, a new concession stand and asphalt playground. 

The FAC is expected to make a recommendation for a Master Facilities Plan to the School Board in the 2017-
2018 school year. The recommendation will be based on a final report of the committee’s review, findings, 
and assessment related to identified facility needs and potential solutions, along with response from the 
community via community workshops and other avenues, which will be forthcoming in the process.  

The Wauwatosa School District formed a Facilities Advisory Committee comprised of community members, 
district teachers, administrators, and district parents in February of 2017 following the initial phase of a facility 
study the district commissioned in late 2016. 
 
For additional information about the facilities planning process and the work of the Facility Advisory 
Committee, visit the “Community” tab on the homepage of our district website, www.wauwatosaschools.org. 
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News Release 
For further information, contact  
Keller Russell, Communications Coordinator  
(414) 773-1062 or 
kelleram@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us 
 

http://www.edlinesites.net/pages/Wauwatosa_School_District/Departments/Communications/Facilities_Advisory_Committee
http://www.wauwatosaschools.org/
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